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Legislation Would Provide 

Headstones for  

Veteransõ Unmarked Graves 

By Dick Eastman, Blog from August 8, 

2014  

The òHonor Those Who Served Act of 

2014ǌ would enable veterans service 

agencies, military researchers, historians 

or genealo-

gists to re-

quest a free 

headstone or 

marker from 

the Depart-

ment of Vet-

erans Affairs 

(VA) for a vet-

eranõs grave. 

Until 2012 the VA provided headstones 

for unmarked veteransõ graves based on 

documentation of that vetõs identity and 

service provided by these groups or indi-

viduals. That policy was then changed, lim-

iting headstone requests to a veteranõs 

next-of-kin or authorized family represen-

tative ð a difficult requirement when deal-

ing with graves dating back 100 years or 

more, and unknown family descendants. 

(The policy does not apply to replacement 

of worn, illegible or damaged markers.) 

The proposed new legislation will change 

that policy again, making it possible for 

non-relatives to obtain a headstone for a 

documented veteran. 

(Continued on page 3, òLegislatureó) 

'Early Oregonians' migrate 

over to Ancestry.com 

By Hannah Hoffman, Statesman Journal, 

August 5, 2014  

 
A database of Oregon residents before it 

became a state has been picked up by An-

cestry.com, the primary genealogy website 

in the country, giving people across the 

country searchable access to thousands of 

records predating 1860. 

 

The "Early Oregonians Database Index" 

was added to the national genealogy web-

site in July. It contains more than 100,000 

entries and includes both settlers and Na-

tive Americans who already lived in the 

Oregon Territory. 

 

Ancestry paid the state $1,500 for access 

to the database, said Layne Sawyer, man-

ager of reference services. The company 

will make the database available to sub-

scribers, but it is free on the Oregon Ar-

chives website for anyone who would like 

to use it. 

 

The project began about a decade ago, 

Sawyer said, in preparation for Oregon's 

150th anniversary of statehood in 2009. 

 

The Oregon State Archives ran the pro-

ject, but volunteers have helped conduct 

the research. In fact, Ancestry helped as 

well, allowing researchers to mine raw 

Census data from 1850 and 1860 to find 

early settlers. 

(Continued on page 6, òEarly Oregonians ó) 

Sample Military Marker. 

http://www.ancestry.com/
http://www.ancestry.com/
https://secure.sos.state.or.us/prs/personProfileSearch.do?searchReset=true


Dear Friends, 

  

First things first! A great big Thank You goes out to Al and Pat Breden, and their children and grandchildren too, 

for hosting our summer picnic again this past July.  As always the Breden home was a wonderful setting for visiting 
with our genealogy group friends and enjoying some great food.  Thank you all for the fellowship and good cheer. 

  

When writing the March presidentõs message I mentioned that the group might plan a research trip some Saturday 

to the State Historical Society Library in Madison. Unfortunately it seems that both our Spring and Summer have 
come and gone without that trip happening.  So we will make definite plans.  Check your calendars.  Is October 

11th open for a visit to the State Historical Society or the Veteranõs Museum at Madison?  Weõll discuss the final 
arrangements at our September meeting, but we will go on October 11th.   In the meantime, if you are coming 

along, start planning your research so that you can make the most of your day.  Departure time will be at 6:30 
a.m. from the Northway Mall parking lot. I hope we can fill a van or two. 

  

Another activity happening almost in our back yard this year is the upcoming Wisconsin State Genealogical Society 

Fall Conference on October 18th at the Hotel Mead in Wisconsin Rapids. I love the conference title, òDirect or 
Indirect Evidence: Sorting Out Your Genealogical Madness.ó  Personally, I know I can use a little help from time to 

time sorting out the òmadness.ó But, thatõs another story. This is a reasonably priced conference, good speaker 
and interesting topics, and close to home. What more could you possibly ask for?   You can check out their meet-

ing flyer at wsgs.org   

  

The MAGG writing group (not sure if thatõs really what theyõre called) will be starting up again on September 10th 
at 6:30 p.m. in the General Meeting Room of the Marshfield Public Library with their regular writing sessions.  If 

anyone is interested in joining this little group youõre more than welcome.  Dropping in just fine.  

  

Just a reminder too, if you have suggestions on how the genealogy group can better serve your needs in anyway, 
just let me know.    

 

As always, 

Schnitz 

The Marshfield Area Genealogy Group is an 

affiliate of the Wisconsin State Genealogical 

Society.  

 

Our purpose is to provide meetings and 

programs of genealogical interest and to 

provide instruction in genealogical proce-

dures. Also to collect, preserve, and dis-

seminate genealogical data found in the 

Marshfield area and/or relative to the peo-

ple of the Marshfield Area.  
 
Meetings are held the fourth Thursday of the 

month except November and December. 

President: Don Schnitzler (2015) 

Vice President: Jennifer Witzel (2014) 

Secretary: Jonah Jung (2014) 

Treasurer: Noreen Moen (2015) 

Members at Large: Lorraine Rogers (2015) 

Roger Winch (2014) 

Newsletter Editor: Vickie Schnitzler 

Program: Don Schnitzler 

Membership: Jennifer Witzel 

(Year office expires is in parentheses.)           

Presidentõs Message 

MAGG Officers and Committees  
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Membership Information  
Our membership year is from May 1 to April 30. Individual membership per year is $12.00 and a 

Family membership is $15.00 per year. For hardcopy newsletter add $6.   Membership Forms can be 

downloaded from our website http://hstrial-marshfieldare.homestead.com/2014-

2015_MAGG_Membership_Form.pdf 

and returned with payment to us at: MAGG, P.O. Box 337, Marshfield, WI 54449. 

mailto:schnitzler.donald@charter.net
mailto:jtwitzel@frontier.com
mailto:JonahJung3233@yahoo.com
mailto:drimo@tznet.com
mailto:lrogers2319@charter.net
mailto:schnitz1@charter.net
mailto:schnitzler.donald@charter.net
mailto:jtwitzel@frontier.com
http://hstrial-marshfieldare.homestead.com/2014-2015_MAGG_Membership_Form.pdf
http://hstrial-marshfieldare.homestead.com/2014-2015_MAGG_Membership_Form.pdf
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 (Continued from page 1, òLegislatureó) 
You can read more in an article by Brian Albrecht in 

The Plain Dealer at http://goo.gl/dPkRCn. 

 

(from http://blog.eogn.com/2014/08/08/legislation-would-

provide-headstones-for-veterans-unmarked-graves/)  

UN Opens Secret Archive on WWII 

Massacres, Murders, Torture to Public  

We just re-launched the Ancestry App on version 6.0 

for iPhone, iPad and iPod touch devices. This isnõt just a 
re-launch on a new system, weõve worked hard to add 

some solid new features that we think youõll enjoy. 

 

Prioritized Hints View  

Weõve added a new section to the application which 
allows you to view all the hints for a given tree from a 
single place. Weõve added a prioritized sort order to the 

hints in this section so that your very best hints auto-
matically bubble up into view. In addition to a priority 

sort, weõve made it possible to view hints based on re-
cency, with the newest hints at the top of the list. Near 

the top of the new hints view you will find sort order 
controls titled òbestó and òlatestó which allow you to 

toggle between these two sort orders to meet your 
needs. Weõve also included some filtering capabilities for 

the hints in this section which will allow you to filter 
hints by the last name of the person the hint is for, or to 

filter hints by type (photo, story or record). When you 
see a hint that youõd like to learn more about, simply 

tap; the details of the hint will come into view and you 
will be able to accept or ignore the hint from right 

there. 
 

Comments  
Every day thousands of photos and stories are added to 

Ancestry by users of the website and the Ancestry App. 
When one of these pieces of great content might be 

associated with a relative of yours you will get a photo 
or story hint and you get to share this content and 

benefit from the work of other Ancestry users. Now 
you will have the ability to comment on these shared 
pieces of content directly from the mobile app ð just 

like you can on the website. When viewing a photo or 
story you will notice a new comment area within the 

mobile app, here you will see comments from others 
and be able to leave comments of your own. 

 

(Continued on page 12, òAncestry.com Appó) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Sue MONTGOMERY BOWMAN, 8104 NW Ar-

boretum Road, Covallis, OR  97330-9538,  

bowmanjs@comcast.net   
Looking for info on: Jens LARSEN and Kristine 

SORENSON, also their niece, Christina 

SORENSON.  

 

Surnames of Our Members 

New Members 

CBS News reports that the U.N. War Crimes Com-

mission archive that has largely been locked away for 

the past 70 years under restricted access at the 

United Nations will be made freely available to visi-

tors to the research room of the U.S. Holocaust Me-

morial Museum in Washington. Many of those named 

in the archive were never held accountable for the 

atrocities they committed. 

While many of the crimes detailed in the archive are 

horrible to even imagine, the contents can be valuable 

to historians and to genealogists alike. The names of 

victims are often mentioned, along with the details of 

their incarceration and deaths.  In many cases, families 

may be able to learn what happened to their missing 

relatives. 

You can read more in an article in the CBS News 

web site at http://goo.gl/GCRrqi. 

 

(from http://blog.eogn.com/2014/07/17/un-opens-secret-

archive-on-wwii-massacres-murders-torture-to-public/) 

By Dick Eastman       Blog from 17 July 2014 

New Version of Ancestry.com          

App Is Launched 

Diane and Arnold WEBER, 15 Old Noxon Road, 

Poughkeepsie, NY 12603. 

 
Karen E. MITCHELL, 304 Joel Lane, Auburndale, 

WI  54412. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

http://goo.gl/dPkRCn
mailto:bowmanjs@comcast.net
http://goo.gl/GCRrqi
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By Dick Eastman, July 14, 2014  
 

One thing that genealogists need to do is to always cite 

their sources. I well remember my early days of family 

tree searches. I would record new information into 

three-ring notebooks. (This was long before the inven-

tion of the personal computer.) I would write down 

names, dates, places, and perhaps a bit more informa-

tion that I was lucky enough to find. 

Unfortunately, in those early days I did not write down 

where I obtained the information. Nobody told me that 

I needed to do this, and I wasnõt smart enough to figure 

it out for myself. I simply assumed that everything I 

found was accurate. After all, it was printed in a book, 

wasnõt it? 

As time passed, I frequently found new information that 

contradicted what I found earlier. When I discovered 

these discrepancies, I needed to determine which piece 

of information was more accurate. The question that 

arose time and again was, òWhere did I find that infor-

mation?ó Sadly, I often did not know. 

The better solution would have been to always write 

down where I found the information along with the data 

itself. This is known as citing your sources. To quote 

author Elizabeth Shown Mills in her excellent book, Evi-

dence! Citation & Analysis for the Family Historian: òAny 

statement of fact that is not common knowledge must 

carry its own individual statement of source. éSource 

notes have two purposes: to record the specific location 

of each piece of data and to record details that affect 

the use or evaluation of that data.ó 

I am older now and, hopefully, wiser. I have spent many, 

many hours weeding out incorrect data, and now hope-

fully I have documented all my sources of information. I 

wish that someone had told me years ago about the 

need for source citations; that one step would have 

saved me many, many hours of backtracking. I hope that, 

by writing this article, I can influence some genealogy 

newcomers to have better habits than I did. 

Of course, citing a source is not as simple as writing 

down the name of a book. You also should record the 

bookõs author, publication date, the page on which you  

Book Review: Evidence!  Citation & 

Analysis for the Family Historian  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

found the data, and even the name of the library or 

other repository where you found that book. Serious 

genealogists will also record the libraryõs call number. 

Of course, not all genealogy information is found in 

books. You also find information in hand-written re-

cords in courthouses, as well as in family Bibles, on 

microfilm, on Web pages, in e-mail, and other places. 

Each source of information may have unique require-

ments for recording the source references. 

 

MAGG Newsletter Editorõs Note: 
Amazon offers the additional information about  
Evidence: Citation & Analysis for the Family Historian 

 
òEvery devoted genealogist is concerned with citations 

in their analysis for their genealogy. Accurate citations 

are necessary so that the evidence can be judged and if 

necessary allows for the research to be repeated. The 

author makes it easy to help genealogists (particularly 

the non-expert) to make sense out of citations and to 

improve their genealogy search. THIS BOOK IS CON-

SIDERED A GENEALOGY "MUST!"  
 

(from http://www.amazon.com/gp/offer-
listing/0806315431/ref=as_li_tl?

ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=
0806315431&linkCode=am2&tag=httpwwwrootsc-

20&linkId=DBRLV37LNND2G2AN 

http://goo.gl/Yo852Z
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(continued from previous page) 

 

(Continued on page 7, òSupportó) 

Run Through This Checklist Before Calling IT Support  

By Jackson Chung, 12 August 2014 

 

Being the IT support person sucks. Everyone lays 

their issues on you, and blame everything but 

themselves for whateverõs going on with their 

computer. No, there was nothing wrong with the key-

board prior to you spilling coffee all over it. The IT 

support team is there to help and work with you 

ñ so do them a favour by learning a few basic 

troubleshooting methods before ringing them. 

Hereõs one that will solve 99% of all computer 

problems.  
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(Continued from page 1, òEarly Oregonians ó) 
 

The Internet has been a blessing for genealogy, Saw-

yer said, and it has made the pastime so accessible to 

amateurs that archivists have a running joke that the 

only thing more popular online is pornography. 

It has allowed the compilation of records that used 

to be scattered across the country and made re-

search much faster, she said. For example, Find A 

Grave users can search millions of grave records and 

thousands of cemeteries, she said, and Ancestry will 

suggest searches when it knows what geographic 

area you're focusing on. 

 

Sharing records with a website company can be 

tricky, however. Sawyer said the state talked with 

Ancestry for a couple of years, trying to figure out 

how to work around Oregon's public records law. 

The website requires a subscription to search re-

cords, but Oregon requires records such as birth 

and death certificates to be searched at no cost.  (An 

agency can charge for copies or redaction, for exam-

ple.) 

 

It worked out in this case because the full database is 

still free through the archives website. 

 

Harriet Miller, one of the volunteers who works on 

the database project, said the sources of information 

have been surprising. From land grants to Indian res-

ervations to Catholic Church marriage records, she 

said, information goes beyond a simple census. 

Some have been lost over the years, often in fires, 

she said. Others have survived so long the rubber  

bands and metal brads holding them together have 

begun to deteriorate.   

 

But fires and brittle, aging paper haven't been the 

only obstacles. 

 

Researchers have begun focusing on documenting as 

many lives of Native Americans in Oregon as possi-

ble, Sawyer said. 

However, many appear in records with several 

names, she said, ranging from the generic (i.e. "Indian 

woman") to a phonetic spelling of their names to ar-

bitrary English or French names. 

During its settlement, Oregon was home to English-

speaking Protestant missionaries, French-speaking 

Catholic missionaries, settlers who often were illit- 

erate and a variety of Native American tribes who 

did not have formally written languages. 

 
That conflux of language created frequent miscom-

munication and approximations that could lead to a 

person having his name spelled three ways or having 

three different names entirely, Sawyer said, making it 

difficult to track one person through time. 

 

The advent of reservation censuses helped, Sawyer 

said, but it's still a tricky prospect. 

Including Native Americans and other people who 

weren't considered citizens in the 19th Century has 

helped create a more complete picture of early Ore-

gon, Sawyer said. The state has documented about 

100,000 people who lived in Oregon Territory prior 

to 1860, but just 52,465 people were recorded as  

(Continued on next page) 

Some of the Oregon Records included in the database. 

Harriet Miller has volunteered at the Archives since 1995.  

http://www.findagrave.com/
http://www.findagrave.com/
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(Continued from previous page) 
 

living here in that year's census. 

 

Some people in the database came to Oregon but 

didn't stay long, she said. Others died before state-

hood. Others weren't counted because they weren't 

considered Americans, including French-Canadian fur 

trappers, Chinese immigrants and Native Americans. 

 

For Miller, the project has been absorbing. She loves 

helping people find their histories, a hobby her 

mother passed on to her. 

 

"We just wanted to document as many as we can..." 

she said. "I love to help people, and I feel I'm helping 

others and also repaying what I've learned when I've 

researched my own family." 

For all that it is personal, genealogy is also about so-

ciety, Sawyer said. 

 

"You're learning a lot about cultural history," she 

said, "You're learning a lot more than, 'This is when 

my grandparents married and this is when they 

died.'" 

 

Journalist, Hannah Hoffman can be contacted at: 

hhoffman@statesmanjournal.com, (503) 399-6719 or 

follow at twitter.com/HannahKHoffman. 

 

(from http://www.statesmanjournal.com/story/news/

politics/state-workers/2014/08/04/early-oregonians-

migrate-ancestrycom/13604199/) 

(Continued from page 5, òSupportó)                               

Harriet Miller looks through a book of Benton County mar-

riages from 1851 to 1922. 

(Continued on page 8, òSupportó)                               


