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A Preservation Problem

By Dick Eastman, December 3, 2014 An article in the Chronicle of Higher Edu-
cation a few years ago illustrates the prob-
Do you plan to leave your genealogy re-  |ems involved in archiving contemporary
cords for use by others after your death? yecords. As part of his legacy, novelist
If so, what storage method will you use for john Updike left behind floppy disks at
the information? Harvardds Houghton Lib
now has approximately 50 threenda-half
Paper doesnd6t wor k 4n@fiveand&duarterindh@dhpy iéke aci d
based paper will probably lastonly forfityar t i f acts from | ate in
to one hundred years or so. Even worse, when he, like many of his peers, began
toner used by modern laser printersand usi ng a word processor
photocopy machines will only last tento  Windows or Macintosh or M®OS ma-
twenty years although the paper itself will chines. They were proprietary format
last longer. Nobody will be able to read  disks used by the dedicated word proces-
the paper documents if the toner has sors that were popular in the 1980s and

faded. early 1990s but have now disappeared.

Archival quality paper with higtpuality ink | suspect that this is not a serious problem
will last more than 100 years, butsuchinkf or Updi keds books. Af
is not readily available for computer print- many copies of his books still available on
ers. Would you want to write your entire  paper that will probably last many more
genealogy by hand? Using a fountain pen?ears. The Houghton Library has plenty of

time to create archival copies digitally
Microfilm has been the medium of choice from the printed books. The potential for
for years but is now disappearing. If you loss involves his personal notes and revi-
delay for another ten or twenty years, you sjons, the items that were never published.
probably will be unable to purchase new,
unexposed microfilm, evenifyoucanfind Har vard i snét the only
a museum that still has a working micro- gver new media from old and notso-
film camera. Besides, microfilm has never old i masters. Emory University recently
been a very good solution for a private  received four laptops, an external hard
individual with only a few hundred pages drive, and a Palm Treo personal digital as-
to preserve. Due to the expense of the  sjstant from Salman Rushdie. The Univer-

film and the equipment, microfilm has sity of Texas at Austin recently acquired a
been a reasonable solution only for larger series of Zip disks and a laptop containing
organizations with millions of pages to Norman Mailerds files.

preserve. Those organizations are now all
moving away from microfilm. (Continued on page 3, Preservation)
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President s Message
Dear Friends,

Itdés that time of the year when with the best Jof |
straighten, deal with, put right or rectify something. Regardless of the focus of your personal resolutiong, your ¢

the New Year, | wish you well and much success.

Likewise, | wish the Marshfield Area Genealogy Group continued success in the New Year and in everyjhing th:
does for you, your fellow members and the genealogy community as a whole. But just as you gave thoyght to y
New Year resolutions, so should we as a group, come together, give thought too, and establish our orggnizatior
for the New Year. We can keep plugging along Jdoi
take a bit of time after the program to discuss new possibilities for the group, and then chart a course tofaccomy

them during this new calendar year.

Programs for the New Year are still being developed based on your earlier suggestions but our Januaryjand Fel
meetings are set. Our Januaiyn2@eting will include a private showing of the newly opened Marshfield Hiptorical

Preservation Association display, oOLest We Forjget
Then in February, Vickie and | will share some of the highlights we gleaned while attending the Federatipn of G
|l ogi cal Societies and RootsTech 2015 Conferencle i |

and expect that Vickie and I will have lots to share when we return.

I look forward to seeing you throughout this New Year. Good luck with all your genealogical pursuits.

As Always,

Schnitz

MAGG Officers and Committees

PresidentDon Schnitzler(2015) The Marshfield Area Genealogy Group is an
Vice Presidentlennifer Witze(2016) affﬂ@e of the Wisconsin State Genealogical
e Society.

SecretaryHolly Schnitzlei(2016)

Treasurer:Noreen Moen(2015) Our purpose is to provide meetings and
o programs of genealogical interest and to

Member at LargeLorraine Roger¢2015) provide instruction in genealogical proce

Member at Large: (2016) dures. Also to collect, preserve, and dis

seminate genealogical data found in the
Marshfield area and/or relative to the peo

ProgramDon Schnitzler ple of the Marshfield Area.
MembershipJennifer Witzel

Newsletter Editor:Vickie Schnitzler

Meetings are held the fourth Thursday of the

Y ffi iresisi th .
(vear office expires is in parentheses.) month except November and December.

Membershiﬁ Information
Our membership year is from May 1 to April 30. Individual membership per year is $12.00 and a

Family membership is $15.00 per year. For hardcopy newsletter add $6.
Membership Forms can be downloaded from our webhitp://www.marshfieldgenealogy.coard

returned with payment to us at: MAGG, P.O. Box 337, Marshfield, WI 54449.
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(Continued from page 1, Preservation)

Even NASA had problems with keeping readable
backup copies. The agency had 2,560ch wide
magnetic tapes full of pictures from the lunar mis-
sions, enough to fill a goesized truck. Assembled
on pallets, the required storage space was 10 feet
wide, 20 feet long and 6 feet high. Most of the pic-
tures had never been seen by the public, and no
backup copies existed on any media. These obso-

lete tapes were the only copies available.

There was but one problem: the tapes could only
be played back on FB00 Ampex tape drives. Only

a few dozen of the machines had been made for thebankruptcy, and so on) should never be anything

military. The $330,000 tape drives were electronic
behemoths, each 7 feet tall and weighing nearly a
ton. Worst of all, both NASA and the military had
scrapped their FR00 Ampex tape drives years
ago. There was not a single working-B80 Ampex

tape drive left on the face of the earth.

So, how will you preserve your information? From
http://blog.eogn.com/2014/12/03saeservation

problem/

(Al so seeupii A oFoA IPorweser vat
the top of the next column.)

Member Surnames

DavidPratt , 10492 S. Washington Avenue, Marsh-

field, WI 54449, Email: dapratt@tds.net
ResearchinPRATT

Linda (Joliettelchmitt, 303 Depot, Greenwood,

WI 54437, Email: Linda.schmitt@gmail.com
ResearchinglOLIVETTE (dit Mitron), JOHN-

SON, VALLIQUETTE, PETERSON, OTIS,
GILBERT, McKINSTRY, KEINTOP

LorraineRogers, 2319 Pecan Parkway, Marshfield,
WI 54449.lrogers2319@charter.neivOIGHT,

DRACKLEY, REIDEL.

Noreen (McGowan ) Moen, P.O. Box 977, Marsh-
field, Wl 54449drimo@tznet.com TRENURTH,

BAILEY, McGOWAN.

AFollow-up Comment t o

vation Probl en
By Dick Eastman, December 4, 2014

Having one cloudbased file storage service go out
of business should never be a problem for a person

who wishes to preserve data safely.

Storing a single copy anywhere, even on paper, is

always high risk. Archivists and data processing prot

fessionals often talk about the need to have multiplg
copies stored in multiple locations. That way, the
loss of any singe copy for any reason (fire, flood,

more than an inconvenience.

| wrote about that a few months ago attp://
blog.eogn.com/2014/09/23/Heasyway-to-store-

backupson-multiple-online-serviceswith-couldhg/

(For additional comment s {
go tohttp://blog.eogn.com/2014/12/03fmeservation
problem)
i on

Probl emo at

Dennis & Betsysuckow, 1308 E. 18th Street, Marsh-
field, WI 54449dbsuckow@frontier.conor
Betsy.Suckowl@gmail.coSUCKOW, HORT,
HOUSTREN, LIERMOUW, BROOKS,

SCHNEIDER, BUSS, WALLNITZ.

Lori Belongia, 808 E. 9th St., Marshfield, WI 54449
Ibelongia@marshfieldlibrary.QrdBELONGIA,
BELANGER, WHITING, COLSON, LINDSAY,
BERGEVVAIN/BERGEVIN, FORCIER, LADE,
OTTERSTEIN, ENGEL, ROWELL, HALE,

CARRIVEAU, KUENNEN, SCHUURMANNS.

Elaine (SchepeHansen, 1801 Woodsview Dr.,
Marshfield, WI 54449]hansen@charter.net
SCHEPER, STAADT, PODRATZ, CLAUS,

WEHNKE, STRUBEL.

-

o O
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10 Census Questions
That Lead to More Answers

« A slave under the W
1- CENSUS QUESTION: Free white males; free age of 26 in 1820 . ——

white females; other free persons; slaves

Home i 1E10 (City,  Lexington, Feyetie, Hentucky

may have lived to be ey
enurmnerated by name in e
Years appeared: 1790-1840 (question changed slightly 1870. Work backwards Free Whitz Persons - 1
through the years) from 1870 searching !;rl, =
Where it leads: Other census records for the former slave's =t :
surname to see if any bl
In the first six censuses, only heads of household were slave owners with that )
listed by name. All other people in the household are surname lived in the ’
noted through tick marks. Here are two ways to use area. Then see if their !
those: households included 1
a slave with matching 3
- Say in 1830 your ancestor's home includes a tick mark for criteria. sk
ayoung male. But the 1840 census doesn't have someone Number of Hausehald 2

Mermbars Juer 25:

who would fit the same charactenistics living in the
household. This can be a clue that the young male started
his own household. Search for the family surname nearby.

[ A Use the street address to help you

PLACE OF ARODE
2 - CENSUS QUESTION: Street ndame; 1 pare down possible matches in City

:n._:'i‘:ﬂ—‘ Hrg ) )
T T !! ‘:_af,u‘;-_: ?:_.: directories. Also add addresses
) I _T_JI'_'.:'_:' | from the census and city directories

to a timeline for a better look at
your family's migratory patterns.

Years appeared: 1880 and 1900-1930 (note: the I
|

= "!"'ﬂ-l’*" Bonus: Adding discoveries to family
| 4}

census today still includes street addresses)
Where it leads: City directories

members in your Ancestry.com
family tree creates a quick timeline
you can use, too.

Look to the far left column on census forms (years listed
above) and you'll find the name of the street. The box
to the right of the street name is the house number. Put
those two together and you have your family's street
address.

slelelefsnlsmivluls =
nes”
3
R
|
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3 - CENSUS QUESTION: Age at first marriage;
number of years in present marriage

Years appeared: Age at first marriage, 1930; number
of years in present marriage, 1900-19100

Where it leads: Marriage indexes and records;
previous censuses

These sound like innocuous - and, frankly, nosy -
questions. But “age at first marriage” and “number of
years in present marriage” can be very revealing.

At first glance, they're both straightforward: simple math
can lead you to marriage indexes and other marriage
records. Age at first marriage, however, could lead you
to a different story.

Say a husband was born in 1885 and his 1930 census
record indicates his age at first marriage was 20 - his
first marriage, therefore was 25 years ago. His wife, who
was born in 1902, was also age 20 at her first marriage
- but that would make her first marriage just eight years

4 - CENSUS QUESTION: Mother of how many chil-
dren born; how many children living

Years appeared: 1910
Where it leads: Death records, birth records, obituaries

Who knew two small boxes could hold so many clues?
On the 1910 census, mothers were asked to list the
number of children born and the number of children still

PERSONAL DESCIITFTION,

: il

;;.s

9"”;/, W/l |
Flil e | 4] 2

Moiher ul
W wany

vhilldron.
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her | muw
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prior. While neither answer indicates that the current
marriage is the first one, the fact that the husband initially
wed 17 years before his wife means you have at least one
additional marriage to search for. Start your search for the
husband's previous marriage in marriage indexes. Also

check the first census
following what would

! Bg havebeenhis initial

x5 | marriage to see if he's

1
!‘ E listed with a former wife.

5

| |sex
e
s

_w_{—t—f—lw:usunl DESCIRIE

ko

WA W o] v lre 7‘! g

¢ b las (W o ! l i | 1
ild |z =!
5| @ ' 7 "
;’, e |fJ—- 5/

T
b

A2 55 Pty 1

living. First, a quick count will tell you if every child born
to a mother is listed with her on the census page. Missing
some of the living children? That leads to additional 1910
census searches for them. (Start locally; even married

children often remained in close proximity to dear old
Mom.) Never heard of other children? Mom may have had
a previous marriage that no one mentioned, or a child may
have been institutionalized or disowned. Search for Mom
in earlier census records to see if you can learn more. A
discrepancy between the number of children born and the
number living leads to death indexes, death certificates,
and obituaries. Tip: You may be able to focus your search
for death records by looking for gaps of more than two
years between the ages of the living children - often a

sign that a child is missing. However, don't assume that

all discrepancies are related to children who died young.
Search for death certificates and other information from
the time Mom entered childbearing years through 1910.
And remember to look for all of the children in birth
records.




5- CENSUS QUESTION: Place of birth; naturaliza-
tion status; iImmigration year

Years appeared: Birth (1850-1930); immigration year,
naturalization status (1900-1930)
Where it leads: Immigration and naturalization records

There are some census questions that are pretty
straight-forward, like place of birth: if it's a foreign
country, you know immediately that you'll want to find a
passenger list or border crossing - or possibly even both.

Maturalization status can lead you to naturalization
records filed prior to the census day and year (in 1920,
you'll also find the naturalization year). Pay particular
attention to the years associated with each person in
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the family - it wasn't unheard of for family members to
arrive in America at different times, on different ships,

and through different ports. Passenger lists were not
standardized (prior to September 1906, neither were
naturalization documents), so details listed for two
different family members could vary greatly. Locate
immigration-related records for everyone in the family and
you may land on even more answers.

_ NATIVITY. CITIZENSHIP.
Flacs of Tipeh of el jemon and (arents of mck pares svamerabsd. 17 hom 15 S URied -
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6 - CENSUS QUESTION: Owned house or rented

Years appeared: 1900-1930
Where it leads: Land records; tax records; homestead
records

Did your ancestor own his home? Search through land
records and tax records to see if you can find more
details about what he owned. If you're really lucky, you'll
discover your ancestor homesteaded - keep anopen
mind since homesteading wasn't limited to just western
and plains states. You'll find homestead applications in
the US. General Land Office records.

e uu-&m-l
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7 = CENSUS QUESTION: Age; gender

Years appeared: the census today still asks for gender as
wiell

Where it leads: World War | draft registration cards; other
rrilitary records

Pay caneful attention to the age of a male ancestor: it could
lead you to military records. For example, males ages 20

- 48 1n the 1920 census would have registered for World
War | if they lived in the United States during Wordd War
I, whether or not they were LS. citizens. A quick search

of the World War | Dratt Registration Cards could turn up
a registration card with lote of additional details about an
ancestor,

Military records are often guite detailed and can hold afew
surprises. For example, you'll find men way outside of the
traditional draft-age range in World War || draft registration
cards. The fourth registration, was often deemed “the old
mans draft” because it tarpeted men ages 4510 64
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