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What Your Town [Marshfield] Looked Like on Penny  Postcards 

From Dick Eastmanõs Blog, June 23, 2015 and the 

Don Schnitzler Postcard Collection 

Years ago, postcards cost 1¢ to mail within 

the U.S. Postage was temporarily raised to 

2¢ from 1917 to 1919 to cover the cost of 

World War I and the increase was re-

scinded after the War. In 1952, the re-

quired postage was raised to two cents 

and has slowly escalated ever since. Today, 

mailing a postcard cost 34¢. (Reference: 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/

History_of_United_States_postage_rates)  

 

Over the years, many postcards were 

printed with view of a town or other area, 

then sold in stores within that town or 

area. Many of these postcards have been 

preserved and often provide an interesting 

glimpse of what life was like in òthe good  

old days.ó Possibly your ancestors saw 

these same views in person. 

 

USGenWeb has a rather good collection 

of penny postcards available online. The 

scenes vary from pictures of the down-

town business area to residences to 

schools to people at work. Railroads seem 

to be featured often in these old pictures. 
 

You can view the USGenWeb collection 

of postcards at http://

www.usgwarchives.net/special/ppcs/

ppcs.html. Click on the state and then on 

the county name to see old penny picture 

postcards from that area. 

  

(from http://blog.eogn.com/2015/06/23/what-

your-town-looked-like-on-penny-postcards/) 

 

(Marshfield Postcards continued on pages 4-5)   

East side of Central Ave., Marshfield, Wisconsin.  Taken sometime after 1901 because of certain buildings being 

in the picture and prior to 1915 because there is no paving on Central Ave. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_United_States_postage_rates
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_United_States_postage_rates
http://www.usgwarchives.net/special/ppcs/ppcs.html
http://www.usgwarchives.net/special/ppcs/ppcs.html
http://www.usgwarchives.net/special/ppcs/ppcs.html


Dear Friends, 
 

With one season following another this year seems to have been racing by too quickly.  Just think, in only a few weeks 

the autumnal equinox will arrive to bring an end to summer and the start of fall. We can look forward to dropping 

temperatures and increasingly shorter daylight hours, as well an assortment of interesting programs and events for our 

Marshfield Area Genealogy Group friends.   
 

The first event on the calendar is the fall òWienie Roastó at Noreen Moenõs country estate.  Grab a lawn chair, a dish 

to pass and a favorite beverage for an evening of good cheer.  Directions will follow by email soon.  Until that arrives, 

mark your calendar for Thursday, September 17th at 6 pm.  
 

Then a òmajoró event happening right here in town is the upcoming Wisconsin State Genealogical Society Fall Confer-

ence on October 17th at the Hotel Marshfield.  Our group is the host society this year so weõll need several volunteers 

to help with registration Saturday morning, and then a few others to help throughout the day in the speakerõs room or 

at lunchtime collecting dinner tickets. The speaker, Thomas MacEntee, besides being recognized nationally as a ge-

nealogical expert, is a down-to-earth and enjoyable presenter to listen too. The conference theme, òConnecting the 

Dotsó is something we all can benefit from.  Check out the Wisconsin State Genealogical Society website (wsgs.org) for 

more information, or bring your questions to our September meeting.   
 

There just two regular MAGG meetings remaining for this calendar year.  The discussion at our September meeting 

will focus on using digital newspaper collections for your family history research. We will also scan photos of our vet-

eran ancestors for sharing during our October meeting, when we will all have time to share stories, artifacts or infor-

mation about the veteran ancestors in our family trees. Please plan on attending and participating in both discussions. 
 

Just a reminder too, if you have suggestions on how the genealogy group can better serve your needs in anyway, just 

let me know.    
 

As always, 
 

Schnitz  

The Marshfield Area Genealogy Group is an 

affiliate of the Wisconsin State Genealogical 

Society.  

 

Our purpose is to provide meetings and 

programs of genealogical interest and to 

provide instruction in genealogical proce-

dures. Also to collect, preserve, and dis-

seminate genealogical data found in the 

Marshfield area and/or relative to the peo-

ple of the Marshfield Area.  
 
Meetings are held the fourth Thursday of the 

month except November and December. 

President: Don Schnitzler (2015) 

Vice President: Jennifer Witzel (2016) 

Secretary: Holly Schnitzler (2016) 

Treasurer: Noreen Moen (2015) 

Member at Large: Lorraine Rogers (2015) 

Member at Large: Marlene Cherney (2016) 

Newsletter Editor: Vickie Schnitzler 

Program: Don Schnitzler 

Membership: Jennifer Witzel 

(Year office expires is in parentheses.)          

Presidentõs Message 

MAGG Officers and Committees  
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Membership Information  
Our membership year is from May 1 to April 30. Individual membership per year is $12.00 and a 

Family membership is $15.00 per year. For hardcopy newsletter add $6.  
Membership Forms can be downloaded from our website http://www.marshfieldgenealogy.com/ and 

returned with payment to us at: MAGG, P.O. Box 337, Marshfield, WI 54449. 

mailto:schnitzler.donald@charter.net
mailto:jtwitzel@frontier.com
mailto:drimo@tznet.com
mailto:lrogers2319@charter.net
mailto:schnitz1@charter.net
mailto:schnitzler.donald@charter.net
mailto:jtwitzel@frontier.com
http://www.marshfieldgenealogy.com/
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MEMBER SURNAMES  
 
Keri J. LIKES, 300 W. Dearborn St., Spencer, WI 

54479, kjlgenealogy@gmail.com.  SYVERSON, 

RADER, POLLY, SCHUSTER, MELBY, 

SLEIBBY, STENFORT, BRICKLER, SHEVE-

LAND, PETERSON, BELKE, FOLZ, LISS, 

FOX, AMUNDSON, SCHRIEWER, 

BLAETLER, BARTKOWIAK.  

 

Richard K. MARTIN, 413 Custer Court, Green Bay, 

WI  54301, RKMARTIN44@gmail.com.  MARTIN, 

BOULIRU.  

 

Lorraine ROGERS, 2319 Pecan Parkway, Marshfield, 

WI  54449, lrogers2319@charter.net.  CONKLIN, 

BOURNE, MURDOCK, PIERCE, OSGOOD, 

GAGE, BUTTERFIELD, GAIGE.  

 

Dennis & Betsy SUCKOW , 1308 E. 18th Street, 

Marshfield, WI  54449, dbsuckow@frontier.com or 

Betsy.Suckow1@gmail.com.  SUCKOW, HART, 

HOUSTREN, LIERMANN, BROOKS, BUSS, 

SCHNEIDER, WELLNITZ.  

 

 

Index to French Canadian Revolutionary War  Patriots 
Dick Eastmanõs Blog · July 13, 2015  

American schoolchildren all learn about our glorious ancestors who fought for American independence in 1776 

and for a few years following the Declaration of Independence. However, the history books published in the 

U.S. rarely mention that the desire for independence was not unanimous. Many Americans and Canadians 

wanted to remain loyal to the King of England they are generally referred to as Loyalists. While discredited in 

the U.S., these same Loyalists are considered to be heros by the Canadians. In fact, Canadian history books 

generally devote more pages to the Loyalists than to those who fought for independence. Likewise, many Ca-

nadians supported the Patriot cause even though they lived north of what is now the U.S.-Canadian border. 

Not all combatants were from the 13 original colonies. Many were from what is now known as Canada and 

more than a few were of French-Canadian ancestry. Debbie Duay of Fort Lauderdale, Florida has compiled an 

index to French Canadian Revolutionary War patriots from Quebec that appear in the Baby, Taschereau, and 

Williams journal and/or Virginia Easley DeMarceõs òCanadian Participants in the American Revolution ð An In-

dex.ó Her index appears at http://www.learnwebskills.com/patriot/frenchcanadianpatriots.htm. The index lists 

the names of French-Canadian Patriots and their wives. 

From http://blog.eogn.com/2015/07/13/index-to-french-canadian-revolutionary-war-patriots/ 

Gail A. WENDT , 3921 Maximilian Ct., Fairfax, VA 

22033, gailwc@cox.net.  KOEHN, GAULKE, 

HEINZEN, WITT, PANKOW, SCHIEFEL-

BEIN, BEYER, SCHARMANN, KOCH, 

FISCHER, KEHRBERG.  

 

Roger WINCH, Ep4340 County Rd. E, Stratford, WI  

54484, winch.roger@yahoo.com , WINCH, HAW-

LEY, PERKINS, NORTON, WOODMAN, 

TONGE, ROLFE, FLOWER, OLDRODGE, 

JOHNSON, RULEMARSDEN, FRADL, 

ROSALE, NAGL, JANISH, PELZL, 

BLASCHKE, SUSS, GROH, KLOCKER, LUG, 

GIESE, SCHMIDT.  

 

Linus & Bonnie WITTMAN , 8865 County Road EE, 

Marshfield, WI  54449, blwittman@tds.net.  DEM-

ERATH, HOFFMANN, BRINEY.  

 

Eugene WRIGHT, 4380 Bountiful Ridge Drive., 

Bountiful, UT  84010-5874 , wright2EL@earthlink.net    

WRIGHT, SPECHT, WINTER, LEMIEUX, 

LAMERE, KILGORE, CONRAD, CONDON, 

QUINLAN, COUTURE, WEGNER, DIETEL, 

DRACKLEY, MARTIN, BLIVEN, GORALSKI, 

DERBY, BERCEL, FRANK, PIRWITZ, HINTZ, 

BAUMMAN.  

mailto:kjlgenealogy@gmail.com
mailto:RKMARTIN44@gmail.com
mailto:lrogers2319@charter.net
mailto:dbsuckow@frontier.com
mailto:Betsy.Suckow1@gmail.com
http://blog.eogn.com/author/eogn/
http://www.learnwebskills.com/patriot/frenchcanadianpatriots.htm
mailto:gailwc@cox.net
mailto:winch.roger@yahoo.com
mailto:blwittman@tds.net
mailto:wright2EL@earthlink.net
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Marshfield Postcards (continued from page 1) 

There are many different types of Marshfield post-

cards that have been printed and collected over the 

years.  As the article says, òmany postcards were 

printed with a view of a town or other area.ó  

Marshfield was not any different, as there were pic-

tures of specific buildings, businesses, street scenes, 

(either from an actual photo or as a lithograph) and 

sometimes, even people.  There were generic post-

cards that had a picture of a cow pasture, a bear, 

etc. that simply said òGreetings From Marshfield, 

WI).  And then there were humorous cartoon types 

that usually didnõt have any connection to the Marsh-

field location at all, except having the words, 

òMarshfield, Wisconsinó printed in the corner. 

 
An important thing to remember is that these post-

cards can give you an idea of what our city (or any 

city, for that matter) looked like through the eyes of 

what our ancestors might have seen.  Places change 

over time and postcards are a way to document 

these changes.  (Refer to the article on the Blodgett 

Hotel that ran in the Wisconsin State Genealogical 

Society Newsletter, Vol. 60, Issue 1, January 2014 

and also the QR Code Story on the Blodgett Hotel/

Tremont Hotel on our website at http://

www.marshfieldgenealogy.com/Blodgett_Hotel.pdf). 

 
Another thing to keep in mind is that postcards can 

be used to date buildings, businesses, etc. in a town.  

Not only by using the cancelation date on the post-

card, but also looking at who issued the postcard 

and the postage rate used to send the card.  In an 

article, òPicture the past at your convenienceó by 

Smiljka Kitanovic, PhD, in the National Genealogical 

Society (NGS) Magazine, Vol. 38, No. 1, dated January

-March 2012, prior to 1898, postcards issued by the 

government were sent at only one-cent, but post-

cards issued by a private party cost two-cents to 

mail. 

 
A little more history that was mentioned in the NGS 

article: 
òOver the past 130 years, many people have 

collected postcards with a passion.  Thanks 

to this hobby, also known as deltiology, old 

postcards were preserved, providing us to-

day with insight into scenes of the past.   

Copyright for the first privately published 

postcard was obtained by John P. Charlton 

of Philadelphia in 1861.  However, this plain 

Postcard also known as Lipmanõs postal card, 

was not widely used.  The oldest extant card 

was postally cancelled 25 October 1870.  

Austria-Hungary is credited as the first 

country to successfully introduce the post-

card among its citizenry; within three 

months of publication on 1 October 1869, 

nearly three million copies were sold.  Post 

cards were adopted by the United States in 

May 1873, where they also quickly became 

popular, with sixty million postcards sold 

within six months. 

 
òEarly government-issued postcards were 

usually image-free, aside from bearing an 

imprinted stamp.  However, in some coun-

tries, such as Germany, Austria-Hungary, 

and Switzerland, picture postcards soon 

emerged with small images of resorts or 

hotels printed on cards as headings, in black 

or brown.  Because of postal restrictions, 

general publication of picture postcards did 

not begin in the United States until 1893.  

An 1898 Act of Congress (previously men-

tioned) established equal postage rates for 

government-issued  and privately published 

cards, allowing the publication of picture 

postcards to flourish afterwards.  Not sur-

prisingly, it is difficult nowadays to find pre-

1898 American picture postcards.ó 

 
Many people actually collect post cards, including my 

husband, Don.  If you look at the MAGG website 

found at:  www.marshfieldgenealogy.com , you will 

see a variety of postcards from his collection, all 

from Marshfield.  We have pulled a few more and 

are sharing them with you here, in this article.  En-

joy! 

 
Where can you find postcards?  The next time you 

go to a garage sale, an estate sale or even the an-

tique shops, look for some of these treasures.  Even 

the internet has many postcards for sale.  Check out  

E-Bay for example and look for Marshfield Postcards. 

http://www.marshfieldgenealogy.com/Blodgett_Hotel.pdf
http://www.marshfieldgenealogy.com/Blodgett_Hotel.pdf
http://www.marshfieldgenealogy.com
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Editorõs Note:  For additional Marshfield Postcards, check out our website at:                                                  

http://hstrial-marshfieldare.homestead.com/index.html 

  

  

 
 

Example of cartoon style postcard.  Postmarked 1909.  

(Available for sale on E-Bay for $19.99) 

An example of a lithograph style of postcard.  Compare with 

the actual picture postcard on page one of this newsletter.  

(Post-marked 1944.) 

Sometimes, you canõt always believe what you see on a post-

card.  Here your see a trolley on Central Ave. in Marshfield, 

something that never happened.  (Post-marked 1924.) 

Harness races at the Wisconsin Central State Fair in Marsh-

field.  (Early 1900õs.) 

Postcards can show a specific place in time, specific people or 

family.  Notice the military uniform shirts. (From 1914, with 

one individual identified, Wm. Pakow, Marshfield, WI.) 

A train wreck just north of Marshfield.  No postmark on back. 

http://hstrial-marshfieldare.homestead.com/index.html

