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Nancy Bane was a 62 year old housewife 

living in Gallia County, Ohio. Her attacks 

of mania started when she was 47. She 

was often kept under lock at key for at 

least part of the day. 

 

She was defective...  

 

William Davis entered the Gallia County 

Infirmary in March of 1878. "Habitually 

intemperate," he was there at the expense 

of the county.  

 

He was dependent. 

 

Henry Hunson was doing 60 days in the 

Greene County, Ohio jail for larceny.  

 

He was delinquent.  

 

The terms "defective," "dependent," and 

"delinquent" aren't my terms. They are 

how Nancy, William, and Henry were de-

scribed on a special schedule of the 1880 

census. Once we get past the shock of 

those terms, we can find some detailed 

information about the people who were 

classified as such by the Federal govern-

ment. 

[NOTE: You might want to check out my 

post with my thoughts on handling the 

words that we find disturbing at: https://

www.amyjohnsoncrow.com/do-you-have-a

-defective-ancestor/]  

 

The 1880 Special Schedule of Defec-

tive, Dependent, and Delinquent 

Classes 

 

Besides the òregularó population schedule 

that we usually use in the census, some  

Do You Have a Defective Ancestor?                                                              
by Amy Johnson Crow                                                                                                           

Amy Johnson Crow Blog, 2 November 2017 

years have other schedules. In 1880, the 

Special Schedule of Defective, Dependent, 

and Delinquent Classes (sometimes called 

the DDD Schedule) gave further informa-

tion about people in seven different cate-

gories: 
 

Insane: The schedule lists the òformó of 

the personõs insanity (melancholia, mania, 

epilepsy, etc.), history of òattacks,ó if they 

need to be under lock and key, type of 

restraints (if any), and history of institu-

tionalization. 
 

Itõs important to remember that it was 

often a family member giving information 

about the òinsaneó person. Even if it was a 

physician, the understanding of mental 

health was barely in its infancy. Epilepsy 

was considered a form of insanity, as was 

postpartum depression. Where today we 

would recognize the problems that Civil 

War veterans had as PTSD, back then they 

were simply òinsane.ó (Even the term 

òshell shockó wouldnõt come into use until 

World War I.)  

 

Idiots : An idiot for this schedule was de-

fined as òa person the development of  

(continued on page 4) 
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Dear Friends, 

 

Itõs that time of year again when most of the leaves have left the trees, heavier jackets & gloves are pulled out of the 

back of the closet and Jack Frost and a few snowflakes have already come visiting.  It is also time for us as genealo-

gists to diligently file all of our summer research and organize our winter research lists of places to-go, things to-do 

and surnames & people to-find! 

 
Also, if you have not previously done this in the past, consider sending out a òfamily letteró with your Christmas cards 

this year.  What a better way, to share all of the updates of your family and even your genealogical research with the 

family.  Include a picture of great-great grandpa and grandma back in the year or of another ancestor.  Maybe you 

have one of grandmaõs recipes that she always make for Christmas gatherings; print it out on card stock or on a sheet 

of paper and have them start a recipe file, that you will continue to add to over the upcoming years.  Donõt forget to 

also include a family group sheet for them to update and return.  You may even want to consider including a self-

addressed, stamped envelope, just to make things a little easier for them to return the information to you. 

 
Donõt forget that MAGG will be taking a research trip to the Regional Archives in Stevens Point, on Monday, Novem-

ber 13.  We will leave the new Kwik Trip Parking lot (the one south of Marshfield, near Hwy. 10) at noon.  Research 

at the archives from 1:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.  Check out their website (https://www.uwsp.edu/library/archives/Pages/

default.aspx) to have your òresearch logó ready with any questions you may have.  The link for the campus map and 

parking is: https://www.uwsp.edu/about/Pages/parkingMap.aspx.  Please call the Schnitzlers at (715) 897-1910 if you 

would like to go. 

 

Also, Saturday, January 20, is the date for the field trip to the Wisconsin Historical Society.  More info to come. 

Happy Holidays 

 

 

 

The Marshfield Area Genealogy Group is an 

affiliate of the Wisconsin State Genealogical 

Society.  

 

Our purpose is to provide meetings and 

programs of genealogical interest and to 

provide instruction in genealogical proce-

dures. Also to collect, preserve, and dis-

seminate genealogical data found in the 

Marshfield area and/or relative to the peo-

ple of the Marshfield Area.  
 
Meetings are held the fourth Thursday of the 

month except November and December. 

President: Vickie Schnitzler (2019) 

Vice President: Jennifer Witzel (2018) 

Secretary: Lorraine Rogers (2018) 

Treasurer: Noreen Moen (2019) 

Member at Large: Keri Likes (2018) 

Member at Large: Lori Belongia (2019) 

Newsletter Editor: Vickie Schnitzler 

Program: Don Schnitzler 

Membership: Jennifer Witzel 

(Year office expires is in parentheses.)          

Presidentõs Message 

MAGG Officers and Committees  
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Membership Information  
Our membership year is from May 1 to April 30. Individual membership per year is $12.00 and a 

Family membership is $15.00 per year. For hardcopy newsletter add $6.  
Membership Forms can be downloaded from our website http://www.marshfieldgenealogy.com/ and 

returned with payment to us at: MAGG, P.O. Box 337, Marshfield, WI 54449. 

Dear Friends, 

 

Itõs that time of year again when most of the leaves have left the trees, heavier jackets & gloves are pulled out of the 

back of the closet and Jack Frost and a few snowflakes have already come visiting.  It is also time for us as genealo-

gists to diligently file all of our summer research and organize our winter research lists of places to-go, things to-do 

and surnames & people to-find! 
 

Also, if you have not previously done this in the past, consider sending out a òfamily letteró with your Christmas cards 

this year.  What a better way, to share all of the updates of your family and even your genealogical research with the 

family.  Include a picture of great-great grandpa and grandma back in the year or of another ancestor.  Maybe you 

have one of grandmaõs recipes that she always make for Christmas gatherings; print it out on card stock or on a sheet 

of paper and have them start a recipe file, that you will continue to add to over the upcoming years.  Donõt forget to 

also include a family group sheet for them to update and return.  You may even want to consider including a self-

addressed, stamped envelope, just to make things a little easier for them to return the information to you. 

 

Donõt forget that MAGG will be taking a research trip to the Regional Archives in Stevens Point, on Monday, Novem-

ber 13.  We will leave the new Kwik Trip Parking lot (the one south of Marshfield, near Hwy. 10) at noon.  Research 

at the archives from 1:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.  Check out their website (https://www.uwsp.edu/library/archives/Pages/

default.aspx) to have your òresearch logó ready with any questions you may have.  The link for the campus map and 

parking is: https://www.uwsp.edu/about/Pages/parkingMap.aspx.  Please call the Schnitzlers at (715) 897-1910 if you 

would like to go. 

 

Also, Saturday, January 20, is the date for the field trip to the Wisconsin Historical Society.  More info to come soon. 

 

Happy Holidays to you and yours, 
 

Vickie 
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Continued Commitment to Customer Privacy and Control:  

Ancestry Adds Options to Share or to Not Share DNA Information  
Posted by Ancestry Team on November 2, 2017 in AncestryDNA   

One of the powerful benefits of using AncestryDNA 

is discovering DNA Matches, potential relatives who 

share DNA with you. Thanks to more than 6 million 

people providing a little saliva, we are helping custom-

ers around the world discover new relatives and re-

unite with family every day. As more people take the 

AncestryDNA test, there are new possibilities for a 

discovery all the time. 

 

We understand the power of discovery for our cus-

tomers, and look for ways to improve our services to 

make it easier to find new connections and explore 

what they may mean for your family history. We also 

understand the critical importance of privacy and ena-

bling our customersõ control over their own data, 

which is why we strive to enhance user control in 

our services. Today, in that spirit of continually pro-

viding customers greater control and choice, we are 

introducing the ability to choose of whether or not 

to view and be viewed by their DNA matches. 

 

Customers can now decide if they want to have ac-

cess to the list of people they may be related to and 

be shown as a potential family member for other cus-

tomers with whom they share DNA.  While connect-

ing family is one of the main benefits of our service, 

we also recognize that not everyone is open to dis-

covering their extended family. 

Cathy RUEBEL, 2398 Foxtail Lane North, Mandan, 

ND  58554-8255, (701) 255-3149, crue-

bel@midco.net 

ERTL, MASANETZ  

 

Richard K. MARTIN, 413 Custer Court, Green Bay, 

WI  54301, (920) 336-2456, rkmartin44@gmail.com 

BOULIEU, MARTIN, WILLETT  

 

Pat (ROBERTSON) BREDEN, 10465 County Rd. B, 

Marshfield, WI  54449, (715) 676-3570, patal-

lanb@gmail.com 

ALEXANDER, BICHA, CRIST, ROBERTSON, 

SHORREL 

For existing customers, if you want to continue to 

see and be seen by your DNA matches, you donõt 

need to do anything. You still have access to your 

DNA Match list and you will still show up as a poten-

tial match to others and can change your preference 

on your DNA Settings page. If you change the setting 

to ònoó you will no longer have access to your DNA 

Matches and no longer be shown as a DNA Match for 

others. You can change your mind at any time by go-

ing to the DNA Settings page. 

 

We have heard from many of our customers that 

they quickly find one of the best ongoing benefits of 

our service is the opportunity to discover new family 

connections and seeing how connected you are to 

others around the world.  We will continue to invest 

in this capability and emphasize it as a reason to use 

our service. As the largest consumer DNA database, 

by far ð close to three times the size of the next larg-

est ð we want to always provide the best opportunity 

to find new potential family members. 

 

As always, please feel free to ask questions and leave 

feedback.  

 

(from https://blogs.ancestry.com/

ancestry/2017/11/02/continued-commitment-to-

customer-privacy-and-control/) 

Member Surnames Sharon  McDONALD, 5985 County Rd. B, Pittsville, 

WI  54466, (715) 884-6491, ljsamcd2@tds.net 

BEAULIEU, BOULIEU, WILLETT  
 

Allan BREDEN, 10465 County Rd. B, Marshfield, WI  

54449, (715) 676-3570, patallanb@gmail.com 

BREDEN, KILDE, OLSON  

 

Robert G. & Virginia SANDERS, 140 Rainbow 

Drive, #4047, Livingston, TX  77399, (607) 205-0504, 

gasmanrs@outlook.com 

BAUMAN, BAUMANN, BROOKS, DALLEN-

DORFER, GILBERT, KING, RHYNER, 

SANDER, SANDERS, HTTPSCHULTZ, VEL-

CHICK, WISMETH  

https://blogs.ancestry.com/ancestry/author/ancestry/
https://blogs.ancestry.com/ancestry/category/dna/
mailto:cruebel@midco.net
mailto:cruebel@midco.net
mailto:rkmartin44@gmail.com
mailto:patallanb@gmail.com
mailto:patallanb@gmail.com
mailto:ljsamcd2@tds.net
mailto:patallanb@gmail.com
mailto:gasmanrs@outlook.com
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(Continued from front page) 

whose mental faculties was arrested in infancy or 

childhood before coming to maturity.ó Questions 

included if the person was self-supporting, age at 

which idiocy occurred, supposed cause of idiocy, size 

of head, training school history, and other disabilities 

the person had. 

 

Deaf-mutes : Enumera-

tors were tasked with 

not listing those who 

were only deaf or hard-

of-hearing or those who 

were only mute. òA deaf

-mute is one who can-

not speak, because he 

cannot hear sufficiently 

well to learn to speak.ó 

Information includes if 

he or she was self-

supporting, age that 

deafness occurred, sup-

posed cause of deafness, 

history of institutions, 

and other disabilities. 

 

Blind : The semi-blind                                                             

could be included, but not those who could see well 

enough to read. The form asked if the person was 

self-supporting, form of blindness, supposed cause, 

the age that blindness occurred, institutional info, 

and other disabilities. 

 

Homeless Children : This is a bit of a misleading 

category. Rather than for homeless children, it was 

for children in institutions (childrenõs homes, poor-

houses, etc.) Information includes their residence 

when not in the home, if the father and/or mother 

were deceased, if the child was abandoned, if the 

parents had surrendered control to the institution, if 

they were born in the institution, year admitted, if 

the child was separated from his/her mother, the 

childõs criminal history, and disabilities. 

 

Inhabitants in Prison : This section gives informa-

tion about the prisonerõs residence, type of prisoner, 

why they are in prison (awaiting trial, serving a term, 

etc.), date of incarceration, alleged offense, sentence, 

and if the prisoner was at hard labor. 

 

Paupers and Indigent : Similar to the Homeless 

Children section, this part of the schedule was for 

those who were òin institutions, poor-houses or  

asylums, or boarded at public expense in private 

houses.ó Information includes residence òwhen at 

home,ó how he or she was supported; if the person 

was able-bodied, habitually intemperate, epileptic, or 

a convicted criminal; disabilities; year admitted; and 

other family members in the institution (spouse, par-

ents, children, and siblings). There was also a section 

at the end about the institution itself. 

How to Tell If Your Ancestor Is Included in 

This Schedule  

 

There are two easy ways to tell if your ancestor is 

listed on the 1880 DDD schedule. 

 

Is he or she living in an institution, such as a county 

home, infirmary, or jail? If so, he or she is likely on at 

least the òPauper and Indigent,ó òPrisoners,ó or 

òHomeless Childrenó lists. Depending on their men-

tal and physical health, he or she might also be on 

the other schedules. 

 

If your ancestor wasnõt living in an institution in 

1880, take a close look at their census listing. Look 

in the section labeled òHealth,ó and see if anything is 

checked in the columns for blind, òdeaf and dumb,ó 

idiotic, or insane. If something is checked, that per-

son should be on the appropriate part of the 1880 

DDD. 
 

You can make sure that youõre looking at the right 

person by comparing the household and family num-

ber on the population schedule with the household 

and family number listed on the DDD schedule; they 

should match. 

 

Portion of the 1880 Schedule of Defective, Dependent, and Delinquent Classes, Dover 

Township, Fulton County, Ohio. Image on Ancestry.com.  
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 those records!) 

 

It can be difficult to read these records. I donõt mean 

in terms of finding them or in the handwriting 

(though that can be a challenge at times). I mean it 

by the details you might find. Discovering that your 

ancestor was kept in restraints or that he was 

òhabitually intemperateó can be disconcerting. Keep 

an open mind about them and the person who re-

corded the information. 

(from https://www.amyjohnsoncrow.com/do-you-have-a-

defective-ancestor/) 

(from http://www.dianliwenmi.com/

postimg_5034180_8.html) 
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Finding These Records  

  

Although the 1880 DDD schedule was part of the 

Federal census, not all of the states turned over 

their copies to the National Archives. Some loaned 

them to NARA for microfilming; those states are 

available on Ancestry in the collection òU.S. Federal 

Census ð 1880 Schedules of Defective, Dependent, 

and Delinquent Classes (https://search.ancestry.com/

search/db.aspx?dbid=1634.)ó Some, including Illinois 

(https://www.familysearch.org/search/

collection/2287447) and Iowa (https://

www.familysearch.org/search/collection/2274801)are 

available on FamilySearch.  Also look in the 

FamilySearch Catalog (https://www.familysearch.org/

search/catalog/results?count=20&query=%

2Bkeywords%3Anon%20%2Bkeywords%

3Apopulation); additional titles can be found there. 

Some of those are also online, so be sure to click on 

the title to check availability. 
  

Some states still have their copy in their state ar-

chives or state library. Also, Family Tree Magazine 

published a list (https://

www.familytreemagazine.com/cheatsheet/

recordreferences/) of where some of the DDD 

schedules can be found. Though it isnõt comprehen-

sive, it should give you a good starting point. 

 

Two Last Notes About These Records  

 

The 1880 Schedule of Defective, Dependent, and 

Delinquent Classes gives us great detail about these 

individuals. We can see what the supposed cause of 

their disability was, as well as glean clues for further 

research. (Did they attend a school? Go look for  

Nancy Bane in the 1880 census, showing her as insane. (Click to enlarge.)  

https://search.ancestry.com/search/db.aspx?dbid=1634
https://search.ancestry.com/search/db.aspx?dbid=1634
https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/2287447
https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/2287447
https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/2274801
https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/2274801
https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/results?count=20&query=%2Bkeywords%3Anon%20%2Bkeywords%3Apopulation
https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/results?count=20&query=%2Bkeywords%3Anon%20%2Bkeywords%3Apopulation
https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/results?count=20&query=%2Bkeywords%3Anon%20%2Bkeywords%3Apopulation
https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/results?count=20&query=%2Bkeywords%3Anon%20%2Bkeywords%3Apopulation
https://www.familytreemagazine.com/cheatsheet/recordreferences/
https://www.familytreemagazine.com/cheatsheet/recordreferences/
https://www.familytreemagazine.com/cheatsheet/recordreferences/

