
108 W 4th Street 
Architectural Style: Neoclassical 

The Connor Building 

 

Built in 1903, designed by architect J.H. Jeffers, 

this building is the only surviving building asso-

ciated with the city’s early lumbering industry.  

Originally facing Main on the corner of 4th, it 

was moved in 1951. The symmetrical brick main 

facade is topped with a cornice; the frieze below 

has 4 large brackets indicating structural load; & 

engaged pilasters below. The west façade repeats 

the same pattern, with bays between pilasters 

wider. The building part above the cornice is 

original; it was designed to accommodate 6 sto-

ries in the future. The date “1903” is engraved on 

the base of 1 pilaster facing 4th & 1 now within the added basement entry. The original main 

facade lower windows were 3 over 3 sash with a fixed transom above, & the entries were not 

recessed but had transoms above. 

 

 

 

 

 

Front view of building. 
Right side of building showing basement entrance. 
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HON. ROBT. CONNOR DEAD.  

——— 
SUMMONED SUNDAY MORNING. 

———— 

While on a Short Visit to His Children at Anbnrndale the Death Messenger comes unex-

pectedly, —The Pioneer of the Northern Wisconsin Wilderness and Father of Auburn-

dale.  

———— 

CONNOR— Hon. Robert Connor, of apoplexy, at Auburndale, Sunday morning, January 5, 

aged 58 years.  

 

As the end of the present century approaches, the ranks of the old pioneers of this northern 

country are being thinned rapidly by the unrelenting hand of death. In a short time their faces 

will be but memories, enshrined in the hearts of the second generation, whose pathways in life 

are smooth, and whose eyes now rest upon broad acres and fertile plains, instead of an unbro-

ken wilderness, tenanted by Indians and wild animals.  

 

A splendid example of the hardy woodman of an early day has just pass'd over. The Hon. 

Robert Connor was born at Houston, Renfrewshire, Scotland, November 25, 1838. He received 

his education in the common schools of his native country, and when sixteen years of age he 

emigrated to Canada. In 1873 Mr. Connor, with his brothers, John and James, came to Wiscon-

sin and located where the village of Auburndale now stands. At that time the Wisconsin Central 

railroad had just been completed as far as Colby, but only construction trains were being run. 

The three brothers purchased land and commenced to carve out a home.  The following year the 

subject of this sketch opened a general store, and with his brothers bought and sold lands, tim-

ber, etc., in vast quantities. The town of Auburndale as organized by the trio of brothers then 

included Marshfield and Milladore. Mr. R. Connor served respectively as clerk and treasurer of 

the town for a number of years. During this time the saw mill of Hoskins, Rowe & Co. started 

up in the village. 0. W. Sanders was the "company," and in 1878 Mr. Connor bought the 

Sander's interest in the mill. Two years afterward, he and J. D. Witter of Grand Rapids, ac-

quired the entire property. The partnership of Connor & Witter existed for three years and then 

Witter sold out to Mr. Connor.  The firm of R. Connor & Co. was then organized, with R. Con-

nor, president; W. D. Connor, vice president and treasurer. Mr. Connor retired from active busi-

ness about six years ago, and his son, Mr. W. D. Connor, assumed control.  

 

In his day, Mr. Connor stood high in the councils of the republican party, and was elected a 

member of assembly from Wood county in 1888. He was the father of the town in which he 

lived, the pioneer in a wilderness which was almost unbroken from Stevens Point for a long 

ways to the northwest. Marshfield was then known as Thirty-two, meaning that it was thirty-

two miles from Stevens Point.  Louis Rivers was the only resident and he kept the railroad sta-

tion and a sort of hotel where lumbering parties could stop for the night and where the Indians 

could dispose of their furs and other surplus game, and have their wants, and other necessities 

of life, supplied.  Mr. Connor found and purchased a tract of land and hardwood timber near the 

railroad a few miles east of Thirty-two, and at once set to work to build a store and a settlement 

about it. He brought his brothers and a few others from Canada and commenced business in a 

methodical way. As soon as he could furnish men with  employment he attracted them to Au-

burndale, as he called his settlement, and gave the preference to men with families. There were 

no settlers or clearings for miles around, and the only outlet was the new railroad.  Soon after 

the store was erected, a school district was formed and a school house, a. rude affair made of  

logs, was put up and a teacher engaged to instruct the few children. That was the beginning of 

Auburndale and the place has prospered since that time.   Connor paid cash for his land and had 

money enougn to go on and carry out his modest plans. In 1878 Mrs. Connor died, leaving hep 

husband and seven children, W. D., Robert. Ann. Marv. Elizabeth A rrrvnf onI Jessie C to 

mourn her death. In 1879 Mr. Connor married again, choosing as uis hub oiiss .ueuecca w. 

waite of Auburndale, who with four children survives him. About five years ago he moved to 

Indianapolis, Ind., where be has sine resided. He was visiting hia children when the final sum-

mons came. He was in his usual health and spirits when he retired Saturday night, but about 12 

o'clock, his daughter, Mrs. Hills, heard him call out and then turn on the heat in his room. She at 

once went to his room and found him complaining of a severe headache. In a few moments be 

became unconscious. A physician was at once sent for and a message dispatched to the son, W. 

D. Connor, in this city. Before their arrival the old gentleman had rallied from the first attack, 

but the second fatal shock followed soon after, from which he never recovered consciousness. 

The funeral was held in the Presbyterian church at Auburndale yesterday forenoon. Rev. 

Brickies, of that village, assisted by Rev. Patch, of Stevens Point, conducted the services. The 

body was borne to the grave by Messrs. J. C. Keiffer, Samuel Smith, Geo. O'Brien, William 

Drolliger and T. A. Tack, all old employes of Mr. Connor. , Among those in attendance were, 

the widow and children from Indianapolis; Robt. Gibson, a nephew, Port Huron. Micb.; Johu 

Connor, n brother, Ft. Scott. Kas.; and D. A. McLeish a brother-in-law, Brandon, la.  
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money enough to go on and carry out his modest plans.  

 

In 1878 Mrs. Connor died, leaving her husband and seven children, W. D., Robert, Ann, Mary, 

Elizabeth, Agnes and Jessie C., to mourn her death. In 1879 Mr. Connor married again, choos-

ing as his wife Miss Rebecca W. Waite of Auburndale, who with four children survives him. 

About five years ago he moved to Indianapolis, Ind., where be has since resided. He was visit-

ing his children when the final summons came.  

 

He was in his usual health and spirits when he retired Saturday night, but about 12 o'clock, his 

daughter, Mrs. Hills, heard him call out and then turn on the heat in his room. She at once went 

to his room and found him complaining of a severe headache. In a few moments be became un-

conscious. A physician was at once sent for and a message dispatched to the son, W. D. Con-

nor, in this city. Before their arrival the old gentleman had rallied from the first attack, but the 

second fatal shock followed soon after, from which he never recovered consciousness.  

 

The funeral was held in the Presbyterian church at Auburndale yesterday forenoon. Rev. Brick-

les, of that village, assisted by Rev. Patch, of Stevens Point, conducted the services. The body 

was borne to the grave by Messrs. J. C. Keiffer, Samuel Smith, Geo. O'Brien, William Drolliger 

and T. A. Tack, all old employees of Mr. Connor.  

 

Among those in attendance were the widow and children from Indianapolis; Robt. Gibson, a 

nephew, Port Huron. Mich.; John Connor, a brother, Ft. Scott, Kas.; and D. A. McLeish, a 

brother-in-law, Brandon, Ia.  
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AUBURNDALE IN REIGN OF SORROW  

——- 
CAUSED BY DEATH OF MRS. CONNOR, WHO PASSED AWAY SATURDAY.  

——- 
Born in Canada in 1858 Lived in Auburndale 36 Years Funeral Yesterday.  

——- 
Auburndale and Marshfield were stirred into deep sorrow and sympathy Saturday when it be-

came known that Mrs. Rebecca Connor, widow of the late R. W. Connor, a pioneer of Auburn-

dale and one of the most beloved women of her community, had been removed from this life by 

the messenger of death. Heart trouble, complicated with other ailments, was the cause of death, 

and the end came quietly and peacefully. Her burden of illness was of long duration, extending 

to nearly five years, and at one time, last winter, so heavy that her strength failed her nearly four 

months, but she bore all cheerfully and gradually recovered to an extent that she was able to be 

up and around again, much to the happiness of her children. At one time during her last winter's 

siege of illness her strength was so low that hopes for her recovery had nearly been given up. 

Thursday she suffered another turn for the worse and failed rapidly.  

 

Mrs. Connor was a truly good woman. Her sterling character won respect for her wherever she 

was known and her gracious manner and kindly sympathies endeared her to scores of staunch 

friends.   

 

She was born in St. Mary's Ontario, Canada, in 1858. In 1872, when she was fourteen years old, 

her parents moved to Waupaca, this state, where she was reared to young womanhood. Seven 

years later she came to Auburn dale to stay with her sister and a short time later she became the 

wife of R. W. Connor, who preceded her in death in 1894.  Her husband was engaged in the 

lumbering business in Auburndale at that time and was the founder and head of the R. Connor 

company, which operated the Auburndale saw mill for some years, discontinuing a few years 

ago.  Her maiden name was Rebecca Waite.  

 

The union was blessed with six children, of whom four survive, being Wallace, Craig and Reu-

ben Connor of Auburndale and Mrs. Walter Drollinger of Green Valley, Minn. Surviving her 

are also five brothers and four sisters, who are Thomas and John Waite of Tenney, Minn., 

Danial Waite of Minneapolis, George and Eugene Waite of Saskatchewan, Canada, and Mrs. 

John Porter of Almond, Wis., Mrs. Ed Joy of Fairmont, N. D., and Mrs. James Baker and Mrs. 

William Allee of Indianapolis.  

 

The funeral was held from the house at 10 o'clock yesterday forenoon, Rev. Ambrose officiat-

ing. Interment was made in the Greenwood cemetery at Auburndale. The pallbearers were 

James Glennon, George Schmidt, N. M. Berg, Ed Kennedy, J. C. Kieffer and Louis Grube. The 

floral tributes were numerous and beautiful and lay about the bier as mute but strong testimony 

of the high regard entertained for her through her walk in life.  
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NEW STORE LOCATION 

400 S. Central Ave.    Ph. 1408 



For additional information on this building from the Wisconsin Historical Society: 

https://www.wisconsinhistory.org/Records/Property/HI55495 

 

Also check these stories from the Marshfield History Project for more family information: 

 

Mary I. Roddis Connor—Gordon Robert Phelps Connor 

https://www.marshfieldgenealogy.com/Mary_I_Roddis_Connor__Gordon_Robert_Phelps_Connor.pdf 

 

William Duncan “W. D.” Connor 

https://www.marshfieldgenealogy.com/William_Ducan_W_D_Connor.pdf 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The R Connor office building being moved from 400 South Central Avenue to 108 W 4th Street.  Once at its new 

location the building was rotated so the front entranced now faced north.  In this photo, the building has not yet 

been rotated. 

https://www.wisconsinhistory.org/Records/Property/HI55495
https://www.marshfieldgenealogy.com/Mary_I_Roddis_Connor__Gordon_Robert_Phelps_Connor.pdf
https://www.marshfieldgenealogy.com/William_Ducan_W_D_Connor.pdf

