
108 W 9th Street 
Architectural Style: Utilitarian “Commercial” 
Parkin Ice Cream Manufacturing Plant & Dairy/Blue Heron BrewPub  

 

Built by Thomsen-Abbott Engineers & Contrac-

tors to house the Parkin Ice Cream Mfg. Plant & 

Dairy, this brick & reinforced concrete “state of 

the art” creamery processing plant visually hon-

ored its function, having no grand ornamenta-

tion; the east section built in 1941, the west in 

1946.  It was angled for property & street lines. 

Still largely intact, it has simple lines; glass 

block windows, most with transparent inserts; & 

5 original service bay doors, now infilled.  The 

small canopied entry on the east end was added (n.d.) for access to part of the basement.  In 

2005 the brick & metal 2 story entry on the west end was added for its current usage, & the full 

building’s window & door entries highlighted in red. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Canopied entry  

Original service bay entries 



A Retro advertisement for Parkin Ice Cream. 

Although Parkin Dairy no longer serves the people of Marshfield, its fond memories remain on the minds as 

well as the taste buds of many Marshfield residents.  Who can forget the famous chocolate and butterscotch cov-

ered ice cream bars, ‘Suzie and Todd,’ named after John Parkin’s children? 

 

But the Parkin history of ice cream making and dairy products did not start in Marshfield. Instead, it started with 

a young Minnesota boy, Wilbur L. Parkin, and his desire to be a cheesemaker.  To realize his dream, Parkin be-

gan saving the $22.00 per month salary his father paid him for working on the family dairy farm. He also cut and 

sold wood for neighboring farmers on a share basis. 

 

Late in 1901 he enrolled in the University of Minnesota Dairy School at St. Anthony Park.  Taught by A. W. 

Parkin, his brother, and Harry Roman, manager of the Stanton Cooperative Cheese Factory, W. L. Parkin gradu-

ated at the end of the three-month course with a score of 98, the highest in the class. 

 

His first employer was the Ellington Daisy Dairy Association at West Concord, Minnesota.  In 1903, he became 

cheesemaker for the Pilot Mound Cheese Factory and in 1906, Mr. Parkin took charge of the Farmer’s Coopera-

tive Creamery at Northfield, Minnesota. It was during this period that he also served as treasurer of the Minne-

sota Butter and Cheesemakers Association and was placed in charge of the state fair exhibit in St. Paul, Minne-

sota. 

 

During 1910, W. L. Parkin and Henry 

Dlouhy purchased an ice cream production 

company from James Freueir in Rochester, 

Minnesota for $2,535.  Parkin later bought 

out Dlouhy’s interest and the firm became 

the Parkin Ice Cream Company.  It became 

the largest ice cream producer outside the 

Twin Cities and Duluth.  In 1928, Parkin 

sold this business, which started with an 

$800 investment for $136,000 to Marigold 

Dairies of St. Paul. 

 

Although Mr. Parkin had intended to sell ice 

cream manufacturing equipment, he saw an opportunity in Marshfield and purchased the Mc Crillis Ice Cream 

Company here.   Over the next few years, more than $60,000 in improvements were put in the plant of Parkin 

Ice Cream including a new ice cream brick machine and popsicle equipment.  One of the special manufacturing  

features of the company were molded ice cream designs. These designs were in the form of many types of fruit, 

with special designs for weddings, birthdays, holidays and other occasions.  There were more than 50 ice cream 

mold designs carried by the company. 

 

During January 1941, the Parkin plant was badly damaged by fire.  Construction of a  new plant was completed 

later that year. The new plant, a 77 x 50 foot, story and one-half brick structure, included a full-sized basement.  

After the completion of the new plant, W. L. Parkin gave up his control to his son, John. 

 

John continued providing Marshfield with fine dairy products by continually improving the plant and facilities.  

In 1952 Parkin Dairy completely eliminated the milk can on all of the farms supplying milk to their dairy.  Milk 

went directly from the cow into sanitary milk machines and then directly into Dari-Kool bulk milk coolers right 

on each farm.  The milk was then picked up by Parkin’s tankers and rushed to their plant. 
 

John sold Parkin Dairy Products in 1966 to Consolidated Badger Cooperative of Shawano. The transaction, 

Parkin said, “is just the joining together of two locally-owned firms to give better service and products to the 

area.”  Consolidated Badger marketed dairy products under the “Morning Glory” label. 
 

For 40 years the Parkin Dairy Company bottled milk and manufactured ice cream, cottage cheese and specialty 

dairy products for wholesale and retail distribution in central Wisconsin. 
 

Submitted by John Parkin for the Marshfield History Project, Volume 2, “The Marshfield Story: Windows to Our 

Past”, page 469 
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See additional stories on: 

 

John W. Parkins 

https://www.marshfieldgenealogy.com/John_W_Parkin_Family_Story.pdf 

 

Wilbur L. Parkins 

https://www.marshfieldgenealogy.com/Wilbur_L_Parkin_Family_Story.pdf 

 

Blue Heron Brew Pub 

https://www.marshfieldgenealogy.com/Blue_Heron_Brew_Pub.pdf 

 

 

Also see additional information on this building from the Wisconsin Historical Society:                                          

https://www.wisconsinhistory.org/Records/Property/HI138089 
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https://www.marshfieldgenealogy.com/Blue_Heron_Brew_Pub.pdf
https://www.marshfieldgenealogy.com/Blue_Heron_Brew_Pub.pdf
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