
170 South Central Avenue 
 

Built about 1925, this imposing hotel building occupies three quarters of the block on the north side of Second 

St. between Central and Chestnut avenues. It is a Commercial Vernacular mix of Neo-classical and Early 

Twentieth Century Commercial Style 

design details. Executed in red brick 

with beige concrete contrasting fea-

tures, the hotel rises three stories 

above Central Ave. The elevation 

facing Central Ave. is four bays 

wide and twice the width of most 

other buildings on the street. The 

Third St. elevation is twenty bays 

long. The shaped cornice with con-

crete coping and decorative shaped 

parapet crowns the building. Den-

ticulated pediments rest on pilasters 

defining projecting window bays on 

the third story. Three concrete belt 

courses separate the stories. Win-

dow openings are simple with the 

wide belt courses serving as lintels, 

and narrower belt courses formed 

from connected sills. A two story addition was constructed in 1928 which bridged the alley. Although the first 

story has been altered, it is evident that there were originally glass transoms above the glass storefronts. Re-

tail, restaurant and lobby space occupied the first floor, while hotel rooms were located on the second and 

third floors. The building is now used as apartment space. This property is a contributing member of the 

Marshfield Central Avenue 

Historic District under Crite-

rion C of the National Register 

of Historic Places. It is repre-

sentative of the Architecture 

Theme of the Wisconsin Cul-

tural Resource Management 

Plan as an example of Com-

mercial Vernacular architec-

ture with Neo-classical and 

Early Twentieth Century Com-

mercial Style details. The 

building's architectural integ-

rity on the second story is high, 

while the first story alterations 

are reflective of continued use 

and changing stylistic prefer-

ences. This site was the loca-

tion of a hotel from 1884. At 

that time it was a wood frame 

building known as the Eagle 

Hotel. In 1887 a new brick 

building was known as the Grand Central Hotel. From 1891 through the property was known as the Central 

Hotel. The name Eagle Hotel was reused in. This building was being planned in 1925 as a half block  

 

 

Hotel Charles and Radio Shack. 

Charles Apartments 



deep. As built, the hotel is an-

other half again as big, with 

an arch covering the alley be-

tween Central and Chestnut 

Avenues. The hotel opened on 

1/3/1926. Charles Blodgett, 

important Marshfield citizen 

and founder of C.E. Blodgett 

and Sons Co. (cheese makers), 

added to the demise of his first, 

and well known, Blodgett Ho-

tel [not extant, site of 22 S. 

Central, WO 10/32] when he 

constructed the Hotel Charles 

in 1926. The Hotel Blodgett 

had been a Marshfield institu-

tion from about 1902, when 

Sunday night dinners were 

made into special events (prior 

to Blodgett's ownership the 

hotel had been known as the 

Tremont House; Blodgett pur-

chased it in 1898) through the 1920s. When the more modern Hotel Charles was finished, the dining facilities 

were moved there from the Hotel Blodgett. The Hotel Charles was an active concern through the early 1970s, 

and still serves as a centerpiece for downtown Marshfield. This property is a contributing member of the 

Marshfield Central Avenue Historic District under Criterion A of the National Register of Historic Places. It is 

representative of the Commerce Theme of the Wisconsin Cultural Resource Management Plan as an example 

of a hotel providing Goods and Services. 

Bibliographic References: Date of construction: Sanborn maps. A. Sanborn Insurance Maps: Marshfield, Wis-

consin - 1884, 1887, 1891, 1898, 1904, 1912, 1925, 1946. B. Marshfield News-Herald, 6 June, 1972. Take a 

Walk on Main Street: Historic Walking Tours in Wisconsin's Main Street Communities, Wisconsin Main Street 

Program, 1998. Marshfield Walking Tour brochure, 2000. 

 

Wisconsin Historical Society, Wisconsin Architecture and History Inventory, "Charles Hotel", "Marshfield", 

"Wood County", "Wisconsin", "Reference Number 28200".  

 

Also see these QR Code related stories: 

 

Charles Hotel (coming soon) 

 

If you have any additional information (including pictures) regarding this business or location, we would 

really appreciate you contacting us and sharing.  We will add information whenever possible. 

 

For questions, or for sharing additional information, please contact us at schnitzler.vickie@charter.net.  

Please include what story the information relates to.  Attach your text information in the form of a word docu-

ment, please no PDF’s.  Photos should preferably be in jpeg  format. 

 

For additional stories on the historical sights and businesses of Marshfield, visit our website at:  

http://www.marshfieldgenealogy.com/QR-Codes-of-Historical-Marshfield.html. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Hotel Charles and Victory Apparel, August 2015. 
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