The McCain-Johnson Company

ROSE STOCK AND BUILDING SOLD THIS MORNING Kuppenheimer |
) . GOOD CLOTHES

The entire stock and two story building of Rose Bros., Inc., was 3

sold in a deal which was completed this morning. The busi-

ness will be conducted as it is at present with the different de-

partments beings maintained. Nothing more definite has been

said by the purchasers, but a complete announcement will

probably be made tomorrow.
(from Marshfield Daily News, May, 23, 1921)

—an investment in

MCCAIN-JOHNSON COMPANY NAME FOR NEW FIRM
The new proprietors of the former Rose Bros., Inc., store took
charge yesterday. They are Harry McCain and Wilbur M.
Johnson, sons-in-law of C. E. Blodgett. The name of the new
company, a stock concern, will probably be The McCain-
Johnson Company.

Further announcements regarding the policies of the new com-
pany are forthcoming, as the complete plans for the organiza- I
tion and management of the store are not yet completed.
(from the Marshfield Daily News, May 24, 1921)

YQU get real value at lower prices this
season when you buy Kuppenheimer good clothes

—style, fabrics and tailoring true to the excellence

of Kuppenheimer standards. 2

BLODGETT BUYS ROSE BROS. STORE -
Hereafter Will Be Run Under Firm Name of McCain-Johnson

Company $30, $35, $40 to $50
i
A deal was closed Monday whereby the entire stock and store Mccaln-JOhllSOll CG.
building of Rose Bros. Inc., situated on the corner of West Successors to Rose Brothers
Second street and South Central avenue, passed into the hands Sl o of Enpgoabions pood ot
of C. E. Blodgett. It is one of the largest sales taking place in e e \ e ]
e ———)

this city for many years, being one of the best corners in R '
McCain-John Ad from Marshfield News Herald,
Marshfield. June 4, 1921

Immediately following the purchase Mr. Blodgett turned the store over to his two sons-in-law, Harry McCain
and Wilbur M. Johnson, who will conduct the business under the firm name of The McCain-Johnson Com-
pany. Both Mr. McCain and Mr. Johnson are experienced in the mercantile business and it is safe to say in
advance that the trading public of Marshfield and vicinity will benefit by the change in a more up-to-date store
and more attractive prices.

The new concern, as will be seen by the announcement published elsewhere in this paper, is now in possession
of the store and it will be their aim to give Marshfield a buying place equal in every respect to first class stores
in the large cities.

The Herald wishes the new enterprise a world of success.
(from the Marshfield Herald, May 28, 1921, p. 1)



© eew's Misles, made of Sik Poplis,
Corderor and Veleet, &= thy fellow. |

 McCAIN-JOHNSON CO.

Successors to Rose Brothers

You are Invited to Attend o .

Our Grand Opening

We waat to come im amd see for youmell how woll we are e
. u":»m.-mu desires and taste in mind, priced to Bi your
allealbon, mr Ve aad mmm-mm

receive conrieves
mum.m.uummm you bay shpedd Lars oul emseiisfacsorily, we will gladly ex-

change he ponds o

Sale

uuuw&uumum. 'n.-* of special valees. Head 1his advertisement carefelly and

Sale begins Sat., June 18 and closes Sat., June 25

Women's Bpoet Coats, et this s

lag colorw:  white, rows, Lk and
white stripe; sonse wbd
W0 35 spevial thin nhsl‘%

Woeen's anl Misssw' Spare Coats,
wade of the celeboated Flacker Xeo-
wely all wool twesls, o all wod
velours, [0 Mue amd tevws with fan
oy cheek collams; come belted with

Marge pockeis, valoom
wp o $IGS0, sale prbes. ”‘75

Waeen's all wool Tweal Couts, in
green and brosa mixiores, grocrel
wtility medel belted Al arvand,

S vabe: e eie. 91199

Mew's, roung men’s and stodod
lathe In  relecr  checke, Hestch
twends and lise senve. Thoe wre
all weod maatvriale, made in the very
libent speisg o1y bes und colors, forn
Mtiag  and  commercative  lels
former jeiees 22

TR, BT -‘I-'-'t:'_“.. 319-85

Womea's aid Misses' Sulim, 2ot Ohis
Sowsn's sirles, materiale are Vl‘oot
Jewwey, all Weod Poplin ssd

wpus, well made mently lrln-o‘
conts wre sllk loel, fol

8l green. rose, Hoe sad
values wp to $200, ﬂ
male et e e -~

w‘:.}.\. and Wisaes' Eabie, o il
w A TR , n
savy boe and bMack, h-l;‘:-l [
Ton D, setae SEh whine over
Il colirs, fell Tined, valzes 3p o
$2500, sale

1 S

Women's Bk aad Woal Peplu

g rees.
rowe, navy awal well
worth §10.30,
E | L T T ——

conMoations, alss Georgeits Urege

asdors -n baows, -x‘u.nu
e anl gray
ldn—al Value wp to 833,
cy«ul ‘
2 T RGO —

Wonwa's Saits xinde of &l winl
Tricaioe, Marnish Serge, sad Woal
tdee, green sl brown

Srobleral trinmed, 5
wpocial sale
wale it

Women'n anl Misss' Dressts, ma-
terlale wre canton crepe, eharcon,
meocgrtte cowpe and talfeta aad

te combleatioas; mede o
[l spring siybes; tiis bt s
the srvam of our sieek, werth
nmo wals 1

Mew's amed soing mwn's Saits, mede
of bk Wil Wil saceriods, in all
the sew and fasdionabde patteras
o oudorings, abo bWee wepe:
sisgle aml doalle bevasted, fiem
fAttiag snd voseervative manlels,
AR show;  Sermwr prices

N K05, ke eiee

Mea's aod yorng mea's Buits, made
of all woel cuslaners, is feacy mix
tores and Moe sorpes:  singhe and
dachile bavastes], two and thres bat-
ten modeds, also form 41t and
semicommervative, sizes 35 Lo 84,
faruwer ices 33750,

BUL BT ke price

20 per cent

Dlscount oo our Ealibe Stork of Wemen's, Mose'
and ChMren's Ceats not listed adeve. Nome re-
nerved, M Wil pay you s vilt thls department.

Women’s Wash Waists

sperkil lot of Wiemen's Wash Waists, mule of
Vodles awil Ongapplies On arowogl of Ie

seilod ] winsmal frees Rais
prie vt sabne har Sl ehonr o

move Dhess qniekly we il sell thewn at

e b o Bupe.
Thes are ol sl styhs, nieh lu‘. and shert -hou-,
igh and Voarcke, cnlevidievd and laov trimmed,
e with cortraetiog sateriad culbors sad qafls,
farmer prices $1.98, §200, 2.0 anl BLO0

" sies.

25 per cent

On war Entire Steck of Ladie’ and Misn" Sulte—all
of Lhis sexsen™> siyles and bet medels.  Materiak
commading of All Weel Poplin, Mamish Serpm, Pore
et Toills. Tricotine and Velour Checks;. all calar

alightly
e parting &

%e

Silk Waist Specials

O srvennt of w oure fetaiste pord
wivring Wernen's Wakts sad Nhimes of
Btir Unpe fand vadinslensd aml b

trhsl, n

Whe svry oot Rpeivgg Niybe  Odirs are basey dew,
Iar, Thesh ml whit,

ﬂmiﬂnwmdhmtomvbuhmunyw

SHEETING
24 Peewt Quanllty full Sleacked Sicet:
g -umh
yer yanl. . S ——

. HUCK TOWELS
Nheachedd 1ack Towels, bessatkobed
raloe, sxle jeice

o Fodva s s 15c

GINGHAMS
Best gualty Apnm Checd Gise

CHEYIOTS
Ererett (‘tuiu. wiltable dor
Shires,
wulsta, very wnul yer yanl, .

PERCALES
&Lm Gual Qeality Provales, o
Tight aod dark coloes,

mecinl thie sede yand. ll&. -

HLANKETS
M mant Criy llaskets, vl
Snish o pisk wnd Mow, spe- 45c
BROWN COTTON
Minh  doe q—mr Untlrarked
lmln e wadee, vale pﬂu

Valae,
DL Lo L e — TOWEL IKIU
HOSE 1Tx1%deh Hodk Towd Factory

Vormen's  Fluck M Kby bommnd, very ool
III—:.JI'I:II worvids (0 The S0 aeaiEy, sale price T

Y.
v pak: A nnuul:.

n l‘.h wned dark «m\’

) inch Flesh Coloral Xulnsok, e | Sale price ver yanl .
value, sale price ANe MEN'S OVERALLS
PP ... oo canommeas

Do SRt
eralla, the ELI5 quality,

McCain-Johnson Co. Grand Opening Ad from Marshfield News-
Herald, June 18, 1921

IN BUSINESS ONE YEAR

The McCain-Johnson Co. is advertising a sale
to begin today as an anniversary of their being
in business in this city one year. They offi-
cially took possession of their present block
May 23, 1921 and have made a splendid repu-
tation for the ___ as being business men that
any city could well be proud of having in their
midst. Their sale will continue until Tuesday
May 23.

(from the Marshfield Herald, May 13, 1922, p. 1)
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McCain’s—1950

WILBUR M. JOHNSON

Member of McCain-Johnson Company
Wilbur M. Johnson was born at Wausau, Octo-
ber 9, 1896. He was graduated from the high
school and common schools of Wausau and
was a student of r two years in the University
of Wisconsin. After leaving college he became
a traveling salesman for the Wisconsin Pack-
ing Company, in the employ of which concern
he remained one year. In July 1918, he en-
tered the Officer's Training School at Camp
Grant, lllinois; and was subsequently assigned
to go overseas, but the armistice was signed 15
days before he was to leave the camp, which
prevented his seeing service in Europe. After



SAVINGS STAMPS AND BONDS

BUY WAR SAVINGS STAMPS AND BONDS,

his discharge he went to work for C. E.
Blodgett and Sons Grocer Company, now
the Marshfield Grocer Company, and re-
mained with concern until May 1921, when
he and Harry McCain formed the present
McCain-Johnson Company.
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V SAWYLS SONI

Mpr. Johnson was united in marriage with
Mprs. Lucille Blodgett Wood on August 28,
1920. Mr. And Mrs. Johnson have two chil-
dren, Jean and William.

BUY WAR SAVINGS STAMPS AND BONDS

In politics Mr. Johnson is Independent.
Fraternally he is affiliated with the Masons,
Elks and United Commercial Travelers.
Golf and motoring are Mrs. Johnson’s hob-
bies.

(from the Marshfield News-Herald, Septem-
ber 13, 1927)
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JOHNSON SELLS SHARE IN STORE -
Will Retire From Firm January 1 To Enter
Insurance Business
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Announcement was made today that Harry
McCain has purchased the interest of W. M.
Johnson in the McCain-Johnson department
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store and, effective Jan. 1, Mr. Johnson will
retire from the company to enter the insur-
ance business with Hugo Wegener.

The McCain-Johnson company was organ-
ized in 1921 as a corporation and has en-
joyed a steady growth since that time. The
business will continue to be known as the
McCain-Johnson company with Mr.
McCain as manager and proprietor. No

Our July Quota of Stamps and Bonds

Was set by the Government at 4% of Gross Sales of July 1941
—McCains are very proud to report sales of Stamps and
Bonds totaled better tham 15% of July(1941 Gross Sales. We want
to thank our many customers who I-';j nccA'"s
vn -“-n

made szles possible. It is your

ord of in Our

McCain’s “Buy War Stamps & Bonds” Ad from the Marshfield News-

Herald, August 4, 1942.

change in the conduct of the business is planned, according to Mr. McCain.

SdwWwvis

Mpr. Johnson will enter into the insurance business here with Hugo Wegener on Jan. 1. A company will be in-
corporated under Mr. Wegener’s name and the new firm will continue its offices in the Sexton building. Mr.

Wegener entered into the insurance business here in 1902 and his insurance agency is well and favorably

known in central Wisconsin.

Shortly after the advent of the new year, Mr. and Mrs. Johnson will go to Hot Springs, Ark., for a month and
upon their return, Mr. Johnson will enter actively into the insurance business.
(from the Marshfield News Herald, December 11, 1929)



MCCAIN’S WILL OPEN NEILLS-
VILLE STORE-

Marshfield Company Announces Ex-
pansion to Serve Clark Area

The opening of a new store at Neills-
ville by the McCain-Johnson Co. of
Marshfield has been announced by
E. E. Ostrander, store manager.

The new Store, which will be man-
aged by Mrs. Harriet Thompson,
Neillsville, will be opened to the
public on Saturday, Sept. 3, at 2 p.m.
1t will occupy the former location of
the Woodward Co. on S. Hewitt st.,
which affords a sales space of 25 by
55 feet in addition to a 12 by 15 an-
nex.

McCain’s of Marshfield after the remodeling. (Photo from the North Wood County
Historical Society)

Mpr. Ostrander announces that the
store has been completely streamlined in two shades of blue, gray, salmon pink, and black, set off with chro-
mium trim. Carpeting is in blue, and the chrome furniture is upholstered in yellow. More than 60 fixtures
provide direct-indirect lighting.

The store will feature ladies’ ready to wear and accessory items in popular price ranges. Merchandise is all
new and the store will be operated as an independent unit.

In the remodeling of the shop, which has required about six weeks, and in its operation Neillsville labor is em-
ployed.

Known as “McCain's at Neillsville,” the store was designed to serve a need for a store of that type which was
brought out through surveys of the area, Mr. Ostrander says.
(from the Marshfield News-Herald, August 30, 1938)

FIRST MILK BAR IN STATE IS OPENED IN MARSHFIELD -
Local Men Add Frills to Idea, Begin Where Governor Left Off

Gov. Julius Peter Heil must be credited with the idea of establishing milk bars to dispose of Wisconsin’s dairy
surplus, but while the Governor’s idea languishes, two Marshfield men are operating a milk bar of their own
with frills the Governor never thought about.

Even while Governor Julius meandered down Milwaukee’s Wisconsin avenue in search of the ideal spot to set
up in business, Bob Reitz and Earl Ostrander were toying with the idea of doing something to milk that would
give it sales appeal, even in Marshfield, where cows would be household pets but for the city ordinance, and
milk is almost as common as sand in the Sahara.

Has Smooth Flavor...
Ostrander got the idea when a young lady who is not too plump confided to him it would be swell if she could



get as interested in milk
as in thinner beverages
which have more general
appeal to the thirsty.
Ostrander agreed and D s,
told Reitz about it.

The ultimate result was a
flavored milk which both
men thought should do
the trick. Flavoring milk
is no easy task, because
milk has a way of cur-
dling when flavoring is
added to it. Finally,
however, the men suc-
ceeded in blending a
drink that absolutely re-
fused to curdle or lose its
tastiness, even when kept ' g VS a5 s

up to 30 hours. WISCONSIN'S NO. 1 MILK BAR—Milwaukee was slow (0 grasp Gov. Julius Heil's milk bar idea,

but Marshfield caught on guick, climbed aboard before the Governor clambered off, and added a fla-

vor to the scheme that the Governor never thought of. The milk bar of Bob R\:m audz,\f:hnrli ;)s-

; ] _  trander, in fact, serves milk in seven flavors, and its sponsors hope that the popularity of the idea,
Their dlscovery and Gov as registered in this picture, will spread over the nation.

ernor Heil’s big idea just
couldn’t stay apart, and
when the Governor’s idea bogged down, at least temporarily, the Marshfield men couldn’t wait any longer.
They combined the two ideas in an experimental bar at the McCain store, theorizing that if milk can be made
popular as a drink in the heart of dairyland, it ought to “go like a house afire” in cities and non-dairy regions.

(from Marshfield News Herald, July 15, 1939)

Hope To Boost Milk...

McCain’s provided the bar and the Clover Cream dairy is providing the drinks. The two men say they have no
expectation of making a profit, but are going into the enterprise purely with the idea of trying out the scheme
and if successful, putting it to work as Governor Heil originally intended to put his plan to work—to open a
new market for Wisconsin milk.

The chances of their success are by no means certain—the only thing certain is that they hardly have selected
a region where the idea would meet a more severe test. Not until the bar has been in operation for some time
will it be possible to judge the value of the plan, but if present interest is maintained Marshfield can soon

claim credit for the introduction of a new and revolutionary development in milk sales promotion.
(from the Marshfield News Herald, July 15, 1939)

30 YEARS AGO TODAY

A. Bartmann and Son have completed arrangements for the opening of the “Economy Shoe Store,” in the
building formerly occupied as a restroom in the Farmers’ Economy Store, South Central Avenue. The entire
shoe stock of the McCain-Johnson Store has been purchased. Mr. Bartmann plans to handle the cheaper
quality of shoes in the new store, devoting the other to those of a better quality. Paul F. Schroeder, who has

been in charge of the lower Central avenue store.
(from the Marshfield Daily News, November 1, 1921)



Also see Upham'’s Manufacturing Store story

Also see Rose Brothers Store story

Also see Derrico’s Black Belt School story

If you have any additional information (including pictures) regarding this business or location, we would
really appreciate you contacting us and sharing. We will add information whenever possible.

For questions, or for sharing additional information, please contact us at schnitzl(@charter.net. Please in-
clude what story the information relates to. Attach your text information in the form of a word document,
please no PDF’s. Photos should preferably be in jpeg format.

For additional stories on the historical sights and businesses of Marshfield, visit our website at:
http://www.marshfieldgenealogy.com/QR-Codes-of-Historical-Marshfield. html.
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